MEN OF POWER
greatest of his griefs. The Cause to which he had
devoted nearly twenty years of his life was failing. Al-
though Cromwell had saved England from anarchy
after the execution of Charles I, the new republic had
not achieved the Kingdom of God. Far from it. The
country was still torn by factional and religious strife.
Trade had fallen off and an economic depression had
set in. The Royalists had not vanished when their king
was beheaded. After a brief period of silence they
began to work quietly upon Parliament, upon the press,
upon the church, taking advantage of every mistake,
every hesitation, every confusion of the new govern-
ment. The Anglican clergy worked with them. Par-
liament compromised, as parliaments usually do. And
the masses, also as usual, listened to hear which party
would promise them the most.
Milton, while he was at one with Cromwell in most of
his early policies, differed radically with him in the
matter of the established church. Cromwell, as Lord
Protector, felt that he needed the political aid of the
church and of its clergy as leaders of the people. He
was, therefore, willing that the clergy continue to be
supported by state funds. Milton contended that this
was to finance treason to the republic and to the King-
dom of God. He wanted the church entirely separated
from the state and the clergy free to be paid by volun-
tary offerings, or not at alL He would use the taxes
now spent for clergymen's salaries to build schools and
libraries. A century and a quarter later in America,
168 v